“What was once the furthest outpost on the old frontier of the West will be the furthest outpost on the
new frontier of science and space. Houston … with its Manned Spacecraft Center, will become the heart of
a large scientific and engineering community. During the next five years the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration expects to double the number of scientists and engineers in this area, to increase its outlays
for salaries and expenses to $60 million a year; to invest some $200 million in plant and laboratory facilities;
and to direct or contract for new space efforts over $1 billion from this center in this city.”
President John F. Kennedy, Rice University, Sept. 12, 1962

Two Frontiers
An early frontier
he city was named for a famous general, Sam Houston, in
1836 when it was still the Republic of Texas, and Houston
was its president prior to statehood nine years later. The area
was home to many Native American tribes, predominantly the
Comanches as well as Apaches, Kiowas and the Cherokees, a
favorite of Sam Houston and a tribe into which he was adopted
as a citizen and into which he married. The city of Houston
grew quickly and became the launch pad for a number of
industries beginning with cotton, which was established as a
major agricultural enterprise by 1860. Later and into the early
1900s, the business of oil drilling, production and refining
began a steady climb into prominence.
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Cosmopolitan heart
Today, Houston is the fourth largest city in the United States
and a major port on the Gulf of Mexico. It boasts a diversified
economy that encompasses manufacturing, energy, aerospace
and transportation industries, among others. The Manned
Spacecraft Center has been renamed the Johnson Space
Center after another president, this time of the United States.
Houston’s economy continues to grow and it is second only
to New York City as host to Fortune 500 companies. It is also
recognized as a major educational and cultural center catering
to the myriad interests of its large international community.
More than 20 percent of Houston’s residents were born
outside the United States, and it is estimated that 90 different
languages are spoken here. Mexican, Asian and Greek festivals
are just a few of the many ethnic celebrations held each year
throughout the city.

Photo left, top: A postage stamp honoring legendary
Texan Sam Houston. Photo left, bottom: The huge firststage rocket engines of a Saturn 5 rocket on display at
Houston’s Johnson Space Center.
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Finance Corporation. Jones was placed in charge of investing
$50 billion, a staggering amount of money at the time, in
railways and factories in an effort to put people back to work.
Jones went on to serve as U.S. secretary of commerce from
1940 to 1945.
Currently, Houston’s skyline is regarded as the third tallest in
North America and the 10th tallest in the world. Spanning
seven miles in length, the skyline embraces everything from
art-deco to ultramodern architectural styles all appearing
comfortable in mixed company. A fitting legacy to the
pioneering work of Jesse Jones.
s

A skyline takes shape
The 1920s saw the construction of buildings in Houston that
would sequentially vie for the honor of being deemed the tallest
in the city. In 1929, the Gulf Building, as it was known at the
time, located at 712 Main St. would capture that distinction at
36 stories and, remarkably, would retain it for almost 35 years
until it was eclipsed by a skyscraper eight stories higher in 1963.
The driving force behind the construction of the Gulf Building
and other notable Houston landmarks was Texas entrepreneur,
banker and politician Jesse H. Jones. In 1933, President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt called on him to help combat the Great
Depression by making him chairman of the Reconstruction

712 Main’s art-deco-style stands in contrast
to its modernist neighbors. Now more than
80 years old, it still commands attention as
part of the Houston skyline.
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The elegant Grand Lobby of
712 Main captivates visitors
with its shimmering marble
floors and decorative murals.

Fast Facts – 712 Main
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Stories

36

Height

427 feet

Total space

800,000 square feet

Completed

1929

Restored

1989

Elevators

27; eight modernized with Schindler PORT
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Ground floor banking center
Ceiling height

43 feet

Walls and floors

Marble

Windows
Listed

Stained glass
National Register of Historic Places
National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark

A new frontier
At 84 years of age, 712 Main St. in Houston is one of the city’s
most iconic and historic buildings, an art-deco-style landmark
listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Its elegant
elevator doors are of nickel silver, as are its art-deco postal drop
boxes. A giant stained glass window graces the bank lobby with
a colorful serenity.
But 712 Main is also focused on the future. It is the first in
Houston to install Schindler’s highly advanced PORT Technology
as part of modernizing nine of its 27 elevators. The major
upgrade included custom-designed elevator cabs and Power
Factor 1 regenerative drives that return energy to the building’s
power grid.

Photo top, left: A visitor accesses
a Schindler PORT device en route
to a destination floor. Photo top,
right: Marc Vecchio, senior real
estate manager for the building
management firm, CBRE. Photo
bottom, left: Sophisticated nickel
silver elevator doors harken back to
the art-deco style of the 1920s.

A colorful stained glass window can be seen
through the doors and against the far wall of the
expansive bank lobby.

When an affiliate of Brookfield Asset Management acquired
the building in 2010, its strategy was to reposition the building
by upgrading key services to attract new tenants and to better
compete in the market. One of its priorities was to improve
both elevator system performance and aesthetics of the cab
interiors. According to Marc Vecchio, senior real estate manager
for CBRE, the building management firm, “The nine modernized
elevators were older units in need of upgrades; four were low
rise, four high rise and one was a freight elevator. All but the
freight elevator employ the PORT system. Tenants and visitors
simply enter their destination floor into a PORT device and the
system does the rest, directing the passenger to the optimal
elevator route to complete the journey in the shortest time. We
currently use card readers to restrict access to tenant floors after
hours. Schindler is responsible for servicing all 27 elevators here
at 712 Main.”
It is not surprising that a building that dates back eight decades
would be home to cutting-edge technology and managers
whose eyes are firmly fixed on the future. n
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